
 
 

 

 

Active Learning Homepage  

 

This module is designed to support instructors in engaging students by incorporating active 

learning strategies in the online learning environment. Instructors will be presented with a series of 

online activities ranging from beginner to advance in their implementation. Aligned with course 

content, each learning activity provides students an opportunity to apply higher order thinking and 

21st century skills. 
 

Module Objectives 

 

Learning objectives for the professional learning module are aligned with ISTE standards. After 

creating, implementing, and self-assessing an active learning action plan, participants in the 

professional learning module should be able to: 

 

1. Summarize the characteristics of active learning (ISTE 5) 

2. Determine current active learning level of use (ISTE 2) 

3. Develop a plan of action for implementing specific active learning and feedback strategies 

(ISTE 1, 2, 4) 

4. Assess and improve the implementation of the action plan and feedback strategies         

(ISTE 2, 5) 

Challenge 

 

Video: Online enrollment in higher education has experienced tremendous growth throughout 

the last decade. As universities continue to meet the demand for increased online course 

offerings, instructors are challenged to create an active learning environment in the online 

learning space. The professional learning module extends this challenge by asking instructors to 

consider their own active learning level.  

 

 

 

Active Learning Online Module Outline 
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Initial Thoughts 

 

 What is active learning? 

 What do students and instructors gain through active learning? 

 What is your experience with active learning? 

o What does active learning look like in the online environment? 

o How might it be similar or different from the traditional setting? 

 Link: Active Learning Self-Assessment  

 

ToolKit (Perspectives & Resources) 

 

The ToolKit provides instructors with a variety of scaffolded active learning activities designed 

for online courses. After completing the Active Learning Self-Assessment (Initial Thoughts), 

instructors will choose several learning activities from the ToolKit based on their active learning 

level. Using the activity comparison chart (Wrap Up), they will create an action plan for 

implementing (Wrap Up) a learning activity within their course.  

 

Beginner Learning Activities  

 

 Locate & Identify  

 Discussion Board 

 Infographic Search 

 Reflective Writing 

 Syllabus/Navigation Quiz 

 Posting Videos 

 

Intermediate Learning Activities 

 

 Collect & Share 

 Wiki 

 Infographic Design 

 #Twitter 
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 Article Scavenger Hunt 

 Video Feedback 

 

Advanced Learning Activities 

 

 Collaborate 

 Web-Conference 

 Infographic Video 

 Advanced Web 2.0 Tools 

 WebQuest 

 Interactive Videos 

 

Wrap Up 

Throughout the Active Learning Online PLM, participants have been introduced to the benefits 

of incorporating active learning in the online classroom. Participants have learned the 

difference between passive and active learning, and have been presented with a variety of 

learning activities, tools, and resources. 

 Reflection on Initial Thoughts 

Participants should extend their understanding of active learning by designing an activity for 

their own course. Using the reflective prompts and comparison chart provided, participants 

should build an action plan for implementing a learning activity. Participants should then return 

to the PLM and self-assess their action plan implementation located in the Assessment section. 

 PDF Link: Learning Activity Comparison Chart 

 PDF Link: Action Plan Template  
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Assessment  

Using the self-assessment tool, participants should reflect on the implementation of their 

action plan. 

 Embedded Google Form: Instructor Self-Assessment  

Participants should consider how they might modify or improve this activity in the future. If a 

participant is ready to Level Up or Level Down an activity to meet the needs of their students, 

they should revisit the Toolkit to plan their next activity or reassess their active learning 

level. Participants should continue the active learning cycle by implementing additional active 

learning activities, action planning, and self-assessment. 
 

 


